
 

Trade, Investment and Innovation Division 

United Nations ESCAP 

ESCAP Report  

to 2017 AFACT Plenary 

Meeting   



2 

Update on ESCAP Work 

Programmes and Projects 

(1) Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless 

Trade in Asia and the Pacific 

 A UN treaty developed by ESCAP members 

 Opened for becoming a party from 1 October 

2016  

 Signing ceremony was organized on 29 August 

2017 in Bangkok 

 Bangladesh, Cambodia and China signed  

 Several other countries are expected to sign it in 

New York in September 2017 
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(2) Trade and Transport Facilitation Monitoring Mechanism (TTFMM) 

A guidance on establishing a 

sustainable trade and transport 

facilitation monitoring mechanism 

 

Adopted as an UN/CEFACT 

Recommendation #42 

 

Project implementation in three 

countries (Bhutan, Bangladesh 

and Nepal): finalized.  
 

http://www.unescap.org/resources/towards-national-integrated-and-sustainable-

trade-and-transport-facilitation-monitoring  
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Update on ESCAP Work 

Programmes and Projects 

(3) Capacity Building & Technical Assistance 

 - Agriculture TF ; TF for SMEs 

 - Single Window & paperless trade; WTO TFA 

https://unnext.unescap.org/  

https://unnext.unescap.org/
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(4) Launch of e-learning course on Business Process Analysis 

(BPA) for Trade Facilitation  

 Online learning platform, based on 

UNNExT BPA Guide 

 6+1 video modules 

 Testing and certification system 

 Free of charge to use 

http://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-

innovation/trade-facilitation/bpa-course  
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(5) Research & Analysis on Trade Facilitation and Paperless Trade 

 ESCAP-World Bank Trade Cost 

Database 

 Global Survey on Trade 

Facilitation and Paperless Trade 

Implementation 2017 

 Trade Process Analysis Database 

 

 Policy analysis, e.g., impact of 

paperless trade implementation on 

trade costs 
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Major Work Programmes and Events 

on Trade Facilitation  in 2017  

 Implementation of ESCAP Resolution 68/3, 70/6 and 72/4:  

 3rd meeting of the Interim Intergov Steering Group on CB Paperless TF and 

4th meeting of its legal and technical working groups: 21-25 March 2017 

 Support or becoming parties to the Framework Agreement 

 Other key events: 


3rd UNNExT Masterclass in Cheon-an, RoK, April 2017 

 8th Asia Pacific Trade Facilitation Forum: September 2017, Yogyakarta, 

Indonesia  

 Follow-up on Trade and Transport Facilitation Monitoring Mechanism 

(TTFMM) 

 Updates of TF databases; Global Survey on TF & Paperless Trade in Asia 

and the Pacific 2017 
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 Field projects: 

 UNDA 9th Tranche project on agricultural trade facilitation (2014-17) 

 Capacity Building for Trade Facilitation (RoK) 

 Capacity building towards cross-border paperless trade for trade 

facilitation in Mongolia and East and Northeast Asia and Central Asia  

* Activities: subregional BPA study, subregional workshop, pilot project on 

subregional cross-border paperless trade data exchange, etc. 

 Promoting regional best practices in the application of Single Windows 

systems for trade facilitation in Eurasian Economic Union and North and 

Central Asia 

* Activities: study on regional SW best practice, development of SW 

interoperability guide, subregional workshops, etc. 

 

ESCAP Work Programme 

On Trade Facilitation  in 2017  



9 

Thank you 


